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doubt about the condition of the rooms they
were in. Those rooms certainly conld not he
regarded as ealeulated to assist towards a
quick recovery. IFor years the Narrogin and
Muresk institutions have been starved for
funds. That ecerfainly should not be so. T
will admit that sinee the present Minister
for Agriculture and his predecessor assumed
charge of the Department of Agrienlture,
there has been gome activity in regard to
new huildings,

The outlook is therelore more enconvaging

now than it has heen for several yvears pasi,
Finally, might T say that when Mr. and Mys.
Shugg, who preceded the present prineipal
and his wife, left (he Narvogin Sehool of
Agriculture, they and their work were so
highly regarded that it was considered
almost impossihle to secure persons of like
ability to sneeeed them. T oam, however,
happy to recognizse lhat in appointing My,
and Mrs. Shelton 1o sneeeed them, the Gov-
ernment has made a very wise choive indeed,
so that the mood work done in the past will
certainly he eontinued. T had intended to
vefer to the need for an appointment of a
velerinary department at the scheol, hat the
member for Pingelly (Mr. Seward) has ade-
guately dealt with that peint. T would
therefore mevely add, in closing, that T am
entirely at one with i in the matter, par-
tieularly in hix opinion that if such a depart-
ment could be started af the school, the dif-
fieulty now heing experienced hy this State
in its supply of veterinary officers would in
part at least he overeome,

On  motion by Mr. MceLarty,  debate

adjourned.

House adjourned al 0.22 pm.
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The PRESIDENT tock the Choir at +30
Py amt read prayers.

QUESTION—MINING.
State Prospecting Scheme.

Houn. €. F. BAXNTER asked the Chicef
Secretary; With referenee to  the State
Prospecting Scheme mentioned in the “West
Australian™ of the 12th August, 1938-1, Ts
it not a fact that this seheme, allezed by the
Minister for Mines (Mr. Panton) to have
been inangurated by the late My Munsie,
was in operation during the adminisliration
of the late Mr. Seaddan? 2, If not, and
there were two schemes, in what respect do
they differ?

The CILIEF SECRETARY replicd: 1.
No. The present scheme was Inaugurated
by the late Mre. Munsic in May, 1933, 2, At
the fime Mr. Aunsie took over {rom the late
M. J. Beaddan, the assistanee for prospeet-
ing comprised sustenanee orders {or 75 per
week for marvied men and 1ds. per week for
single men, who were registered with the
Unemployment Keliel Department, and the
loam ol prospeeting tools.  The present
scheme provided for o Hat rate of 135 per
week, and allowed wen on the goldfields
and in the eountry in straitened  cireum-
stanees, hut not neeessarily sustenanee men,
also to apply. 1t was operated by the
Mines Department, and also authovised the
issue ol explosives, prospeeting toals, and
rail passes.  Provionsly passes were issucd
only te men sent from Perth and this was
allered so that men on the goldfields conhd
procecd to other dislriets. Supervisors ex-
pericnesd i practieal  mining  were  ap-
peinted to inspeet vegularly prospectors’
operations, and to assist them with advice.
The present scheme is a very complete one
m all ways.
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QUESTION—HOSPITAL TAX.
Rteceipts and Frepeaditure.

[Hon. I SEDDON asked the Chief Seere-
tarv: 1, Whar was the total amount reeeived
from the hospital contvibutions tax for the
vear cnded June, 19387 2, What portion
of this amount was expended in building or
rebuilding hospitals? 3, What amount was
expended  in providing  equipment for
hospitals?

The CHIEF SECRETARY rveplied: 1,
£245,65% 10s. 3d. 2 and 3, Buildings and
cquipment L3459 11s. 53¢, Expenditure
on buildings aud equipment has not been
kept separate, and would entail considerable
work to segregate.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS.
Travelling Erpenses [neurred.

Hon. E. . H. HALL asked the Chief
Seeretary:  What  were  the  respective
amounts of fraveiling expenses ineurred by
the Commissioner of Railways and the Rail-
ways  Finanee Officer in connection with
their visit to the Fastern States, extending
from the Tth July to (he 6th August?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: The
exprenses from 2nd July to 6th August were
£78 and £36 respectively.

MOTION—HEALTH ACT.
To Pisallow Amendment to Regulations.
HON. ¢. F. BAXTER (Fast) [13G]: [

move—

That the amendment to Scehedule B of the
regulations made undey the Health Act, 1911-
1937, as published in  the “Goverument
Gazette'” on the 3th Angust, 1935, and taid
on the Table of the FHouse on the 10th
August, 1938, he and is hereby diszllowed.
On the 20th November, 1933, a vegulation
somewhat similar to that recently laid on the
Table of the House was disallowed by this
Chamber,  That rvegulation, dealing with
the inspection and branding of meat for
sale in the metropolitan arca, applied over
the whole State. A month later, on the
17th December, 1935, vegulations further
amended were tabled. Those regulations
applied in a similar manner, except that
careases of veal up to 130 Ihas. weight were
exempt from their application. Those regu-

.lations also were disallowed. In view of
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the fact that Parliament on iwo oceasivns
definitely indicated, by the rejection ot
the rvogulations, that it disapproved of
thent, I ask whether it wos reasonable for
the fiovernment to impose fresh regulations
of o like nature, and to put thew into effeet
several months before PParliament met. e
would have thought that the tiovernment,
recognising the attitude of Parliament,
would have waited until the Housze wmet,
and then gazette@ the regulations so that
they eould be laid on the Table aof the
llouse and exception taken to fhem, ik
necessary, hefore serious damage was done
by their application.

The regulations to which an amendnient
has been made eome under the provisions
of the Health Aet, and it is very difficult
to locate them except by the expenditure of
considerable time. 1 draw attention to the
fact that, although the previous regulations
were fabled on the 17th Tleermber, 1935,
that was the last sitting of the session.
Had they not heen dealt with on that cven-
ing, they would have come into foree and
wonld have operated to the detriment of
the people that this Houre should protee:.
Tt was not fair that the tabling of the
regulations shonld have heen left until the
Inst minute, and I ean aceept no exense for
the delav.  As members know, according
to the proceduve of the House, if a member
desives to move a motion for the disallow-
ance of a regunlation. he has lo do so hy
ziving notice of his intention at one sit-
ting and proceeding with the motion at the
next sitting. In the ease to whieh T have
referred, there was no next sitling. As a
consetuence, I had to ask the indulgence of
the TIouse bv seeking a suspension of the
Standing Orders, which was granted to me.
As a result of my motion, the regulations
were disallowed. The present rewulations
arve slightly different from thosze to which
execption was token previously. They em-
hrace an area within a radivs of 25 miles
from the General Post Oflice, Perth. Where
the cirvele passes through part of the dis-
tviet of a local roverning authority., the
whole of the district is automaticallv in-
eluded. That iz not a veculation. It is a
proclamation by the Department of Agri-
culture under the Ahattoirs Aect, and it has
hecome law. The Health Tepartment has
heen asked to follow that up with the rewn-
lation now on the Table, taking a radius of
23 miles from the General Post Office. The
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question arises whether it is fair and rea-
sonable to impose such a regulation. Ve
arg told that the main issue at stake is
the bealth of the people; but I ask, has
theve been a case of illness directly trace-
able to the disposal of meat that has been
sent through these chunnels in the metro-
politan avea? DPersonally I have never
heard of one. On the other hand, we have
to {hink of the producers.

I have here a pile of letiers received from
producers affeceted by the regulation,
though I will not weary the House by vead-
ing them. If Lhe 23-mile radius is aecepted,
hefore long there will be another encroach-
ment in the same direction. There are about
4,000 small producers who look to the met-
ropolitan meat sales market from which
they raise a few shillings to keep them-
selves going, and at the same time dispose
of stoek which they could not dispose of,
except ab rainous priees, through the 1Tid-
land Junction sale yards or abattoirs. The
plea on behalf of the vegulation is made
an the score of health. The Minister for
Agrienlture, commenting on the subject,
said that one butcher had declared some of

the meat in the market was not fit for
dogs. However, that has also proved to

be the ease at Midland Junetion. Some
of that meat has been brought into Perth
from Midland Junetion distinetly marked
with the Midland Junection brand. The
Perth City ‘Council and Midland Junction
brands differ. I do not know whether the
Minister for Agriculture is an expert on
the subject of meat unfit for human con-
sumption. .Jersey meat is very unattractive
because the flesh is dark-coloured. Tt is
eood whelesome meat, although not presen-
table in a shop for disposal.

Hon. 1. Craig: Jersey meat is splendid
meal,

Ton. G F. BAXTER: Yes. T know
what Mr. Craig means: but that meat, when
hanging in a shop, looks very wnattractive.
I have previously spoken about the inspee-
tiong carried out at the metropolitan meat
salesrooms.  Thev are inspections  earvied
out hy competent health officers, and are as
satisfactory as the inspections made at Mid-
land Junetion. We are lold that inspeetion
in the metropolitan mavkets is not so rigid
as that at Midland Junetion. My experi-
ence, however, is that metropolitan inspre-
tion is just as rigid as that in the abattoirs.
T had arranged for a personal inspeclion
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to be made of the abattoirs. Members will
he surprised te learn the procedure adopted
there ut the present time, when it is so neees-
sary that there should be the strietest super-
vision.  One ennnot be sure as to earcase
meat unless the viseorn are there for the
health offieer to inspect. Lot us see what
happens.  Take beef, When the earcase
has heen dressed ready, it is simply opened
and left theve for the health inspector to
examine. He examines o gland in the fat
around the viseera and lets the lot go. That
is as regards beef. Thore is an advantage
over the metropolitan market, beeause the
viseern are nol produced there. However,
what T hove described is all that is done.
We are told that all carcases of sheep are
examined. Iowever, it is interesting to
know that the inspection I refer to showed
that there was practically no examination
at all. There is no difference from a health
point of view between the examination of
sheep killed at Midland Junetion and the
cexamination of sheep killed outside the
metropolitan meat markets. The sheep vis-
corn are not held for health examination.
4s regards the examination of pig enreases,
1 was fairly astonnded. It mwst be real-
ized that in the case of the meat of the pig
there is a big risk. The pig is an animal
that one must he most eaveful about. At
Midland Junetion the practice with regard
to pigs is simply to let the whole of the
intestines go without any examination ex-
cept as regards the liver nnd the lights.

These are lett on the breathing tube,
attached to the earease. Examination s

mude of one humg only, Surely the exam-
fnation eannot be called very rigid. Digs,
I repeat, should he rigidly examined. The
sume thing could he done at ihe metropoli-
tan markets by sending the lights and the
jung aitached to the carcase. That would
be no detriment, exeept, of course, in sum-
mer time. Summing up the whole matter.
the Midland Junction examination is no
better than the examination in the metro-
politan markets. The cffect of the proposed
amendment is to sacrifice numbers of small
producers whose very existence practieally
depends upon the extra money they receive
for the caveases they send in. T guote from
one of the letters received by me a state-
ment by the Department of Agriculbure—

That dealers visited Subiace, purchased
tuherculons cattle, teok them to their hold-
tngs, sluughtered them, ent owl the affected
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parts, and had them inspected and passed at
the narkets.

It 15 news to me that an inspector can be
fooled in that way. The reply is—

At Subineo the Department of Agriculinre
has placed a qualified inspector, and it any
animal shows signs of tuberenlosis, his duty
is to place a bread arrow on it, in which case
it must be sold for sglaughter at the Aidland
Abattoirs.

The sccond statement was that a largoer
proportion of hinds than fores was sold,
thus proving that the animals were affected,
disease being traceable only in the fores.
The reply to that is—

Never have we had an exceess of hinds over

fores from producers, except where o pro-
ducer has retained x fore or w hind for his
owil consmmption. This ¢an be verified by
the statisties kept by the health officer
regularly attending the Fremantle wmarket,
who is employed under the jurisdietion of the
Health Department and the Fremantle City
Council.
The third statement was that the offal was
required for inspeetion to permit of the defi-
nite diagnosis of tuberculosis. If that is so,
why 15 not the offal kept at the JMidland
Abattoirs?  The reply is—

In every instanee producers sendl wili: cach
animal the head, tongue, heart, tail and liver.
That is all there is to aid an inspector when
dealing with a carense at the Midland Abat-
toirs.  That fact shows clearly thaf the
amendment of the regulations has not been
made in the interests of health at all. I
admit that on some of the farms better eon-
ditions may be required for the slaughtering
of animals, hut ns regards the health of the
people, the meat supplied in the metropoli-
tan markels is just as good as that supplied
from the Midland Abattoirs. Meat is sold
at a cheaper price at the loeal sales in the
metropolitan area, and I am satisfied that
the idea in the minds of the executive offi-
¢ors of the Department of Agrieulture s
{hat of whirh we were informed in 1935. If
all the producers affected by the regulations
are compelled to send their stoek through
the Midland Junetion Abattolrs, the revenue
of the nhattoirs will be increased hy £20,000
a vear. That consideration, T believe, is in-
fluencing the department more than is the
Tealth of the people. All said and done, the
Department of Agrienlture has taken the
initiative hecause its officials have extended
1lic radins of the abattoirs’ avea from 12 to
25 rniles, and they have asked the Health

plies.
the priee of meat too high, the small hat-
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Department to follow suit. In 95 per cent.
of the eases in question, the senders to the
Midland Abattoirs are under too heavy a
eost, Mr, Wood gave some figures yester-
day when speaking on the Address-in-reply.
I have an example from Mt. Helena, show-
ing the loss that will arise from the exten-
sion of the abattoirs’ avea to producers in
that distriet. This farmer stated—

I had twa porkers ready for disposal on the
5th July., Previons to this new regulation
they would have been slanghtered and sent
to Nelson's market. The return that could
have been expected would have been as fol-
lows:—Two pigs at 60 Ibs. each. (Three days
hefore marketing the live weight of oue was
82 1bs.) Nelsen's market rveport for the 6th
July was 10%d. to 11d. per b. for prime
handyweights, A return of 1044, would
have given a gross return of £5 2s, 6d. lcss
comuission 3s. 3d., inspection 4d., stamp 1d.,
freight 2s. 0d., aecount sales fee 6d., a total
of 8s. 2d,, leaving a net roturn of £4 lds. 4d.
As it was, the pigs were sent to the Midland
lvestock muarket, and the retarn was as fol-
lows:—The two pigs bronght ils. 6d. cach, n
total of £4 3s., less commission 4s. 1d.,
buyer’s allowanee 7d., yard tros 6d,, freight
ds., stanypy 1d., 2 total of 8s. 34, leavieg a net
return of £3 145, 9d,

Thus that grower lost 10s. 7d. on the two
pigs.

Hon, (. B. Wood:
roughly £1.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: Yes. The 19s. 7d.
would represent the maximum profit that
the grower would expect to reccive for those
two pigs.  This matter has been thrashed
oul on fwo previons oecasions, when some-
what similar regulations were rejected by
the Fouse. On the same ground I hope that
this amendment to the regulations will mect
with a similar fate. I wish to stress that the
regulalions will not proteet the health of the
people in any wav. No more care Is exer-
cigserd when the meat Is inspected at the Mid-
land Abattoirs than when it is inspeeted in
the metropolitan markets at Perth and Fre-
nmantle.  Another important point is that
those two mefropolitan markets lareely eon-
trol the price of meat. There is no question
about that. Considerable quantities of meat
pass throngh those markets, and there many
of the small buichers purchase their sup-
Should the wholesale butchers raise

T gave the loss as

chers are in a position te undersell them.
Thus the metropolitan markets to an extent
police the price of meat.
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Though {he amendment will vesult in no
gain from the standpoint of health, we shall
be sacrificing the very people we desire
should sueeeed, namely, the hundreds of
sualt producers.  The abaftoirs’ area covers
a radius of only 25 miles {rom the city, but
it may be only a matter of time before the
area is extended considerably; in fact it may
be extended to embraece the whole of the
State. Lf the oflicials of the Department of
Aerienlture attended to the Midland Abat-
toirs and ensured that fhey were safisfac-
tory {rom the standpeint of health, there
need be Tittle feanr vegarding the inspection
ol meat in the metropolitan markets. Pro-
dueers could still he peemitted to send their
pigs to the metrepolitan market provided
the practice adepted at Midland Junclion
wele observed, namely, that the lights and
the lungs were forwarded with the carcase
for examination. Tn common fairness to a
large body of straggling producers, the
amendment to the regulations should not he
permitted to operate any longer. It has been
in operation for a few months, and has done
serious damage. | hope the FHonse will pro-
teet the small produeers and not penalise
them for the henefit of the Midland markets.
I feel sure that the House will act fairly
towards those prodoecrs by disaliowing the
amendment.

On motion hy the Chiel Seerctary, debate
adjonrned.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fifth Day.

Tehate resumed from the previous day.

HON. A, THOMSON (South-Fast) [3.1]:
T econgratnlate yvou. Sir, an your re-cleetion
to the hixh office of President of this Cham-
bor. T am sure it must he satisfactory to
know that vou have the suppert of a majo-
rity of members. T also feel that you will
do as vou have done in the past—nmintain
the high standard that has characterised this
House ever since T have heen a member of
it.  The Adiress-in-reply affords wembers
opporfunity to diseuss many imporiant sub-
jeets, from which in ordinary ¢ircumslances
we would he debarred exeept by special mo-
tion.  Reeontly T travelled {rom Western
Australia fo North Queensland, approxi-
mately 4,500 miles. What impressed me most
was that despite the long distanee travelled,
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vities were still inhabited by the one people,
aml we travelled through one great land.
That is n privilege which is not given to
people in any other part of the world. I
sometimes wonder whether many persons in
Australia vealize how wonderful this country

= and what remarkable privileges they
cajov. T oean well nnderstand the Federal

Minister for Defence saving that e, too,
wondered whether some people in Australia
were really Australinans,

We have a remarkable Constitution. We
have provided means wheyehy  industrial
matters may he dealt with by tribunals, and
yet in many parts of Australia there ave
halies of men who ave apparently arrvogat-
ingr tu themselves the right o dictate to the
rest of the community as to the standard of
their requirements, This flonting of law and
oriler eauges o gond deal of anxiety, aml one
wowders whither we are heading.  Oeenr-
rences suel as are {aking place in many
parts of Australia have led other nations lo
abandon demaeracy that had heen won at
such great expense and turn their attention
to dictntorships. Tt is time that some people
in Australia venlised the glorious privileges
we enjoy.  If we continue to drift, there is
arave danger of lusing the privileges which
our forefuthers deemed worth fighting for.
Not only is there trouhle in the Eastern
States, but alse 1 this State there has heen
trouble. The Government of Western Aus-
rralia over-rode the Todustrial Arvbitration
Aet in connection with the Collie miners”
industrial dispnte, 7t may he argued that,
from the techinieal point of view, the Gov-
ernmenf was correel in what it did. T re-
member that the late My, MeCallum, whe
wits elosely associated with the Lahour Move-
ment, said onr Industrial Avhitration Aet
was the best in the world. When it was
introduced by him, T had the privilege of
oceupying o seat in another place. T kpow
the magnificont fight he put ap for that
piece of legislation, One of the longest con-
ferences that has ever taken plare in Woest-
ern  Australia  ocenrred between the two
Mounzes.  After 19 hours of deliberation by
the managoere of that eonference, the stafe-
ment was made by M. MeCallum that they
hail got zomething that was in the interests
of the workers of the State and would pre-
vent trouble.  The MMinister who aeted in
the Collie dispute did not aet in aceordance
with his ohligntions to the people ot the
State.
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The Chief Secrctary: He acted in accord-
ance with the Aect.

Fon, A. THOMSOX: His interpretation
of the Act was certainly strained.

The Chief Secretary: There was no strain
abont if.

Hon. A. THOMSOXN: Surely Mr. Presi-
dent Dwyer had had a little more experience
in the administration and working of the
Act than had the Minister who aver-rode his
decision! A douhle-headed penny should
not he used when dealing wifh the interests
of the people. T am not blaming the Chiel
Sceretury for what happened, bul I would
he wanting in my daty if T did not draw
attention to this matter and protest agninst
the action of an irrespensible Minister. The
precedent whieh has heen established may,
like the boemerang, rebound upon those who
ereated it. The Railway Department has all
if can do to make ends meet. With the aid
of the Transport Act, it has climinated eom-
pelition, and eonditions have heen imposed
that bear harshly upon country districts.
The action of the Minister in over-viding the
Arhitration Aet. hias hrought inereased costs
to the Railway Depavtment.  That is not
{fair.  If o private ecompany had heen
involved, more would have been heard about
the matter than has heen heard.

I congratulate the Government upon ils
propasal to establish a bwreau of industry
and econoemie research. The progress of
the State depends materially upon its pri-
mary industries. T trust that the develop-
ment of our secondary indusirivs, with the
aid of the suggested bureaun, will mean the
co-ordination aud en-operation of hoth sets
of industry in the interests of the State.
If the bureau is to be suecessful, the Gov-
ernntent will have (o pay adequate salaries
to the ollicers approinted to stalf it. Wesl-
crn Australin daes not do  Justice fo  ifs
avriculinral  officers and many of its ex-
perts, I regret that we have lost the valu-
able serviees of Mr. Pittman,  He did ex-
cellent work in the Depariment of Agri-
culture but has now gone to the Kastern
States al a much higher salary than he ve-
ceived here, T am informed on good author-
itv that he was quite prepared to remain in
Wostern Australia if the Government had
recogntised his services te a reasonable ex-
tent.  Fle wag not asking for the salary that
was offered by another State.  \pparently
the departinent is quite willing to lose sueh
excellent officers as AMr. Pittman.  The de-

173

partment hias not heen paying its officers the
sularies which other States are ready to
pay, and we are therefore losing the serviees
of men who are most valuable to the State.

Ilon., W. J. Mann: The department is
losing status as well.

Hon. A, THOMSOXN: Yes. If the burecau
of industry and cvenomic research is to he
effective and give serviee to the country,
hetter salaries will have to be paid to the
officers employved.

I nuw come to a matter I have referred
te hefore, hoth in this Honse and in another
place, namely, that dealing with publie
health.  'The (Government proposes to erect
a new Perth Hospital at an estimaled cost
of £763000. A block is also being crected
at the Ning Edward Memorial Hospital nt
a cost ol £65,000. The total expenditure
will, thercfore, be £830,000. Thiz onex
is being spent in the metropolitan area where
half the population of the State resides, but
the people are not heing asked lo con-
tribute o penny towards the cost of those
buildings. et menibers contrazt the policy
of the Govermment towards the metrepali-
tan area wilh its trentment of people resid-
ing in fthe country. To them the (overu-
ment says, “You want a hospital for vour
sick and indigent people. OF conrse we will
help you.  JE yon find half the east of the
building and the furnishing, we will find the
other half.”  We, therefore, have one law
Tor the city and another for the conntry,
It the Governuwent were true to its obliga-
tions, it would say to (he people of the
metrepolitan area, “You provide £415,000,
half the cost of the builldings, and you nay
have yvour hespitals.” The conditions would
then be identical with these imposed upon
the vouniry people.

The Honorary Minister: IHow are xou
coing to collect the money?

Tton. A THOMSON: What do we find in
the country?  The Government sayvs, “Your
hospital in Katanming will eost £7,000. You
find £3500 and we will provide the vest.”
The Government is supposed to administer
the affairs of the State in the interests of
all the people.  TE 3t is fair and equitable
to sav to the people in the country, “You
mu=t provide half the cost before we will
sive vou a hospital,” it should be equally
fair to say the smne thing to the people in
the mefropolitan area.
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The Honorary Minister: The poor people
in the country come to Perth for their treat-
ment.

Hon. A. THOMSON: The poer and in-
digent reecive in the country exactly
the same treatment as their fellows re-
ceive in Perth, and sometimes a little
better treatment than is given here.
We have often heard it suggested that
people from the country are sent to the
Perith Hospital, and that i3 advaneed as the
reason why it is not necessary for the
people of the metropolitan area to contri-
bute towards the cost of the construction of
hospitals in the eity. The taxpayer in the
country is taxed equally with the individual
living in the city, paying hospital tax and
income fax in accordance with the respec-
tive incomes.

The Tonorary Minister: But indigent
people get preferenee in the Porth Hospital.

Hon. A. THOMSON: That may be so or
it may not, hut the point is that the people
who ecome from the eountry pay exaetly the
samg hospital tax as do those residing in the
metropolitan arvea. If it is fair and equit-
able fo provide a hospital for those residing
in the metropolitan area without any ecost
to the residents, why should the people in
the country be forced to contribute towards
il cost of their hospitals? Tach year I
have to contribute my qguota of the Katan-
ning Road Board’s proportion for the eon-
struction  of  the Katamnig  Hospital,
although I pay the hospital tax as well
That applies to cvery hospital outside the
melropolitan arca. This is neither fair nor
just, and the Honorary Minister cannot
justify such differential trentment. T have
voiced that opinion before and shall eon-
tinue to do so.

The Honoravy Mimster: The Perth Hos-
pital is a State hospital.

Hon, A. THOMSON: And the Katan-
ning Hospital is a State hospital. If the
Minister met with an aceident or fell ill
while he was at Katanning, he would receive
treatment at the local hospital just as I
would if I were a patient. I do not want
to go to the Perth Hospital, and please God
I never shall go there,

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. A. THOMSON: If a man is taken
ill in the country, he is admitted to the hos-
pital under exactly the same conditions as
1 man is admitted to the Perth Hospital.
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Hon., M. V. Piesse: The Chief Secrelary
himself had an experience recently that
proved that.

The Chief Seeretavy: The conditions are
entively different.

Fion. A, THOMSON: I have heard that
statement before, and I have secarched for
the reasons. The only reason T can find,
from a Government point of view, is that
there is a greater nuinber of voles in the
wmetropolitan area than in country distriets,
and in eonsequenee, the Government is not
game to fell the city people that they must
pay towards the cost of their hospitals, as
the country people are required to pay for
theirs.

Hon. G. Fraser: A man from Perth iy
not laken to the Katanning Hospital, hut
pitients from Katanning ave bronght to the
city and placed in the Perth Hospital.

Hon. A. THOMSON: And if the Katan-
ning man were taken to the Katanning Hos-
pital, the chances ave that he would recover
more quickly than he would at the Perth
Hospital.

The Honorary Minister: Yo do not mean
that.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I do.
very good doctor ai Katanming.
The PRESIDENT: Order!
hon. members to allow Mr. Thomson to
proceed without intevruption. These who
are interjecting will have an opportunity ta

speak later,

Hon., A. THOMSON: I hope that, when
the Minister replies, he will deal with this
phase, and if he can demonstrate the justice
of providing all the money required for the
Perth Hospital and at the same time of
charging country people half the cost in-
volved in the construction of their hospitals,
I shall apologise and express regret for wy
remarks. [ am afraid, however, that the
old adage about a persen convineed against
hig will will apply to me,

Having deali with that matter, I congra-
tulate the Government on the action takewr
regarding the iron ore deposits at Yampi
Sound. We listened to some interesting re-
marks by Mr. Angelo last night when he
suggested that the Federal Covernment
should assume eontrol of portion of the narth
of Western Australin. I have been of that

We have a

I must ask

opinion for many years, It scems to
me unlikely that the State will ever
be able to develop the North az it

should bhe developed, and it is cortainly
worth while to direet the attention of the
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people resident in that part of the State to
the advisahlity of being placed under Fed-
eral contrel. | believe that if the change-
over were made, greater progress would re-
sult in the northern parts of this State.

Hen. E. H. Angelo: My remarks applied
only to the Kimberleys.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes. However,
that is a matter for further consideration.
1£ I were living in the North, I would pre-
fer to be governed by the Federal authori-
ties, if only for the reason that I would have
one tax to pay instead of two. Then, from
a defence point of view, the Federal Govern-
ment would naturally have {o do more than
the State ean possibly do. T deplore the
action of the Fedoral Government in placing
an embargo on the export of iron ove from
Koolan Island. I do not know the reasons
actuating the Commonwealth, and T will
net  assume, as Mr. Angelo did, what
fhe reasons were. I am cognisant of the faet
that the action has been detrimental to
Western Aunstralia. It has meant the loss of
employment to hundreds of Western Aus-
tralian workers, the loss of the establish-
ment of a town that must have developed
with s0 many men working there, and also
the loss of a port that wounld have been
vstablished.

Hon. E. H. Angelo: And the loss of eattle
oxports to Japan,

Hon. A. THOMSON: That is sv. The
statement has heen made that the Federal
“Giovernment intends to compensate the com-
pany for losses sustained, but the State
should also be compensated. The Premier
should ask for a substantial grant, and any
money ohtained in eonsequence should be
carmarked for the development of that por-
tion of the North-West. The embargo was
placed on the export of iron ove in the in-
tevests of the people of the whole of Aus-
tralia, and as loss was imposed upon the
State in consequence of that action, Aunstra-
lia as a whole should eontribute to repair
the less that Western Australin has sus-
tained. Tt scems a retrograde step for the
Federal Government fo take, though there
may be sound reasons behind its action. The
Prime Minister sfafed that the Imperial
Government had not asked the Common-
wealth Government to interferc or to take
steps to prevent the iron ore deposits being
exploited, and it is very diffieult for a lay-
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man to understand what reasons could have
actuated the Federal Government.

Hon, H. Scddon: But guite simple to a
military man.

Hon. A. THOMSON: That may or may
not be so. I am not satisfied. The Federal
Government was quite aware of what was
taking place, and agreed to the company’s
exploiting the iron ore deposits, After do-
ing g0, it should net have enforeed the em-
bargo. It would have been different if the
company had been permitted to develop the
deposit into a working proposition and then
placed an cmbargo on the export of ore,
which would have meant thag the action was
taken for military reasons. As a lavman,
it seems to me a most extraordinary attitade
for the Federal Government to have
adopted,

Hen. E. H. Angelo; The chief complaint
is that the Federal Government let the work
proeced for two years before taking any
aclion.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Exacily. In the
course of my remarks, I seem to be inter-
spersing congratulations with condemna-
tton, Dealing with youth cmployment, 1
must eonfess to being disappointed with the
report prepared by Mr. Justice Wolll, I
deplore the masterly inaetivity of the Gov-
criment in dealing with this all-important
gquestion,  True, My, Justice Wolff was ap-
pointed to colleet evidenee and submit a re-
port, and we learnt from ihe Lieut.-
Governor’s Speech that some of the legisla-
tion the Roval Commissioner recommended
would he submitted to Parvliament. 1£ we
are to judge the Government by its past ef-
forts to repair the economie losses of the
individual and the State through lack of
apportunities owing to the depression when
many of our young men were debarred from
learning a trade or profession, we cannof be
too hopefal about the help to he expected
from the legislation indieated. Money was
provided by the Federal Government for
the assistance of those we term the *Lost
Lemion,” and that money was expended by
the State Government in providing faejli-
ties at Perth, Kalgoorlie and Wiluna, while
a small sum only was alloeated for eountry
distriets. While the expenditure of £17,000
in that direection may be helpfnl to boys
now leaving school in enabling them to
aequire  additional technieal edueation,
nothing is heing done for the voung
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men of 19 to 20 years of age. The New
South Wales and Vietorian Governments
provided a pound-for-pound subsidy to
augment the contributions of the Federal
Government, and that enabled opportuni-
ties to be availed of to do something for
those who =0 greaily needed help. On the
other hand, our (Government pot the whole
mmount inte buildings and plant and aceom-
plished little that is eomparable with what
other States are doing.

The Chiel Seevetary: Was that not a
condition unmder which the money was
granted?

Hon. A. THOMSOX: If that condition
applied to Western Australia, it must have
applied equally  to Vicloria, New South
Waules and Queensland. ¥ach of the thrce
States mentioned las done mueh more for
the class of young men to whom T have
referred than has Western Australia, which
has done nothing at all. T will prove that
statement. Queensland does not place any
restrietion upon the age of apprentices as
we in Western Australia do. A compara-
tively elderly man in the northern State
may start to learn a lrade as an appren-
tice.

Hon. W. J. Mann: And there is a Labouv
Government in Queensland.

Hon, A, THOMSON: Yes. That is net
possible in this State. On the other hand,
il 2 union seeretary, in the eourse of his
imspections—T am not casting any reflee-
tions upon the union official because he
merely acts in striet aecordunee with the
regulations—should see cone of the voung
men about whom I am so conecrned and
aseertain from him that he was 21 vears
of age, he would innmiediately demand the
pavient to that voung man of full wages.
That does not apply in Queensland. T pre-
sume that is one of the recommendations
made by Mr. Justice Wolif. We find that
his reecornmendations will not enable voung
men without means or pavents to support
them te enter any trade under apprentice-
ship conditions, even if granted as they are
in Quecnslind, and live deeently.

T propose to inform the House what is
being done in Victoria. Members must bear
in mind that the same conditions apply
there to the monev made available by the
Federal Clovernment. Tt has been emploved
in 2t way that must prove of bencfit to the
voung men who were compelied to drift
into what have been fermed dead-ends and
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blind alleys. [ regret that many of the
voung men are sons of trade unionists.
Why trade unionists should raise =0 many
objections to allowing voung men to learn
a trade is beyond my understanding. Dur-
ing part of the time T was in the Fastern
States, 1T made inquiries with a view to
abtaining information which might be
useful to Western Ausfralia, I songht in-
formation as to what the vouth employ-
ment  commitiees and the Governments
there were doing. At present, in Vietoria
2,833 young men are registered with the
Youth Emplovment Committee; 268 are in
training; and arrangements are  vapidly
heing made for a larger number to be sent
to schools for n period of 12 to 18 months
for Full daytime training in ocenpations for
which they are considered to be snited. At
the conclusion of this training, when the
vouths have reached 40 per eent. or 30 per
eent. efficiency, employment will be gonght
for them at the normal wage for ckilled
workmen or journevmen, the difference be-
fween the eflicieney of the trainee and the
award rate being provided by the Govern-
ment, The cflicieney of the youths will he
<ubjeet to periodical review by a specially
appeointed assessment commnittee, the details
of which are to be finalised within the next
few days. That is what Vietoria is pre-
pared to do. Vietoria recognises that it
has a duty to perform to these young men.
It has earmarked the amount provided by
the Federal Government—~£40,000 T think—
and has supplemented it by an additional
£40,000, The voung men will be told. **Yon
shall have an opportunity of getting out
of the yul and of hecoming tradesmen.”
When T was giving evidence before M.
Justice Wholft, he challenged a statement
I made dealing with apprentices. He said
I pointed out that the restriction heing im-
pused on apprentices was unfair and wnjust.
T would ask any momber of this House, or
of another place, or any official of the
Trades Hall, or any cemployer, what wonld
he said of him if he stated that edueation
should he imparted to only one child in
three.  Should only one child in three have
the right te wo to sehonl? Would it be said
that the others did not matter? In effect,
that is what the law of our land and the
Arbiteation (ot are saxing to-day. Younyg
men are compelled to take up Ilabouring
work and are likely to remain at it all their
lives, T strongly object to that. T want
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-every young man to have {he same oppor-
tunity that T myself have had.  That is what
I am fighting for. T now want to show whag
New South Wales has done in the way of
providing facilities for fraining yvoung men
from 1% to 25 yvrars of age who have missed
their opportunity of passing (hrough the
ordinary  apprenticeship channels and  of
being absorbed in industry. The Govern-
ment of New South Wales approved of a
~cheme  propounded by the  Employment
Couneil fo enable unemploved persous in
the age group mentioned to be employed in
skillesl tracles, cither as indentured appren-
tices or as trainces. The training will ex-
tene vver a period of fonr vears, but the
period may be reduced if the (rainee has had
previous experience. I shall not read the
whole of the matter whieh T have dealing
with rhis point.  The follawing i< further
information I have obtained about the New
South Wales subsidised training scheme:—

Apart from rates of pay, the period of
trajuing and the age ot the trainees, all pre-
vailing award conditiong. will apply, and ne
trainee or apprentice under the subzidised
wrheme vita he emploved without the consent
of the approprinte Appreaticeship Conneil.
Should an employer in any particwlar trade,
wiiere the trainee apprenticeship gyslem is in
operation, discharge a teaines empioyed nader
this echeme, due to lack of wuk, provision
will he made to provide day svaining af
technical schools until the traince concerned
returns to his original cmnlover when work
is available, or is transfereol Lo another
emydover,

T will auticipate the Minister’s reply that
the Govermment has provided classes af the
Technieal School in Perth and pessibly at
IWatzoortie, hut the Governnient has not pro-
vided sustenance for the voune men. What
i~ the use of arking a young man of 19 or
20 years to train at our Technieal School?
He ecertainly eains a eeetain amount of
knowledee, and maxy even obtain o certifi-
cute of compefeney, bui he cannot gef a job.
He is preveated from doing =0 by the pro-
visions of our awards. While many emplox-
ers ave willing to help voung men. they ¢can-
ot afford to pax them award ales after
only o few weeks’ training at the Technieal
School.  That is fthe position with which
thesp yvoung men in Western Australin are
faced. In New South Wales. however, the
following provision is made for trainess:—

Wiilst in attendinee at the dav training
class, the trainee will reeeive sustenanee payx-
ments from the Governmment. amounting in
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the case of single mean to 24s, per week aud
for married men 38s. per week.

The majority of registered uncemployed
youths and young men kave Dbeen voeation-
illy examined to determine their adaptability
for the various trades, and the Employment
Couneil will arrange to submit ouly suitable
young men from whom employers may make
a selection.

The foliowing table shows the rafes pay-
alMe by emplovers and subsidies approved
by the Government of New Sonth Wales te
indentured or Lrainee apprentices:—

Agent Com-

wienzing © 1st Year, “ml Year, 3rd Yenr, 4thYear.
19 Years. € s d & s d £ s.d. £ &l
Tmplaver .. 1 & 0 2 0 0 3 0 0 4 0 0
Subsidy e 10 G U017 G D15 0 Nit
Total ... 2 0 0 217 ¢ 813 0o 4 O 0
20 Years.
Employer .. 1 ¢ a 2 0 0 3 ¢ 0 4+ 0 0
Subsidy e 700 017 G D8 0 ~Ni
Total ... 2 ¢ 0 217 ¢ 318 0 4+ 0 0O
21 Yoars.
FBmmployer .. 1 ¢ & 2 0 0 3 & 0 4 0 0
Subsidy .. 110 0 118 0 O 18 0 N
Total ... 210 ¢ 315 0o 318 0 4 D O
22 Yearg and
ver.
Employer .. 1 0 4 2 0 0 3 0D D 4+ 0§
Rubsidy wo B8 0 118 0 03 0 NiT
Totn) .. 318 0 318 0 318 0 4 U 0O

Hon. J. Nicholson: Is the trainee allowed
io wo into works and practise?

[ier AL THTOMSON: Yes, he is o frainee
i oatetnal Taet.

Hou. J. Nicholain: Tn

Hon. A, THOMSON: Yes, he is paidd
ahpreatice<hip rates, .\ comuarison with
what is heing done in New Sonth Wales and
Vielr =it shows how badly the Govermunent
of  Western Avstralia has Eallen down on
thi= important duty placed upon it. T re-
prat, when what iz heing done by the
National-Countev Party Government in New
Seuth Wales and the Ceuntry Party Giovern-
mettt ol Vietoria, supported by the Labour
Party, to help voung men to gain a living
above that of a ahow er, my honest opinion
5 that the Labowr Government of Westorn
Austraba has Eallen down bhadly on its joh.
Passibly, ihe reply will be that (he Govern-
ment has not the money available to sub-
stdize sucl a scheme, T opoint out, however.
that over a million pounds was collected
from the emergency 1ax. which most of s
wniersined was introduced to provide work
for the unemployed.  In my opivion. =ome

arinal  praetice?
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portion of that tax should have heen ear-
marked for assistanee to vounws men such as
is heing given hy New South Wales and
Victoria. Even now it ia not ton late for
the Government to do something, nnd 1 seri-
ously urge it to tackle this problem. 1 have
been at it for a long time: but mine has
heen like a voice erving in the wilderness.
I hope the Government will give the matter
serious consideration, and if it «does not, and
ithere is a change of Government after the
clections, then T hope the new Government
will give these voung wnemployved the eon-
sideration which they should reeeive and
which is loug averdue. There is a shortage
of skilted tradesmen. Even New Zealand has
had to import cavpenters to fill the short-
age there. I know there is n shortage of
skilled triddesimen in this State, and it is the
bounden duty of the Government to give our
hoys a chanee to get out of the dead-end
into which the depression has foreed them.

It will be interesting to see whether the
five-day week which the Government has
granted its employees will result in more
employment in the service, The granting
of this concession does seem to indiente that
a general clection is approaching. At least,
that is the impression it vonveys to wme.

The Chiel Seceretary: You are prejudiced.

Hon, A. TITOMSON: No, T am nof. The
result of the clertion will not affeet me in
the slightest. I, aceording to the state-
ment in the Licut-CGovernor's Speech. the
granting of the five-day weck will lead to
greator efficiency and better health of the
public servants, why stop at the five-day
week?  Surely, if ineveased efliciency can
he obtained in the five-day week. still greater
elfivieney can he obtained if the working
week is still furiker reduced.

The Chief Secevetary: The
vants are working the same
hours as previously.

Ton. A. THOMSON: We are always told
that the reason for a redueed working week
is that leng hours inervease fatigue and
so decrease efficieney. I that argument is
gsonnd, the Government should nof expeet
civil servants to work longer hours on five
days of the week in order to make up for
the Saturday. The question that eauses me
anxiety is whether the convenience of the
public has heen considered.  What will he
deemed essential services, and what will bhe
the paosition of the field officers whose duties
take them into the ecountry? The Held

publie  ser-
number  of
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officers and those other public servants whe
do outside work have a much more arduous
job than have the publie servants who wo
to their offices at 9 in the morning and
knoek off at 3 in the afternoon. What will
he the posifion of those ountside workers!?
Will they henefit by the reduced working
week? T would like the Minister, when he
replies, to give the House some details of
how thiz innovation will affeet people who
do business with the Government.

Hon. J. XNicholson: Even the milkman
who goes on his rounds will be finding a
great reduetion in the quantity of milk de-
livered.

Hon. A. THOMSON: A parvagraph in the
Speech states that the funds that are
available will need to be spent judiciously.
Is this an admission that the Government
has not in the past been spending its money
wisely? Becanse it is now considered
neeessary fhat the funds available should
be spent jndiciously, 1 hope it does not
mean that they have not been so spent in
the past.

Hon. (& IFraser: Mostly spent in the
country.
Hon., A. THOMSON: Wherever the

money has been spenf, let us hope that it
has been wisely spent. I eongratulate the
engineers in charge of the construclion of
main roads and the men employed by them
on the excellent work they are doing. To
travel on our main roads a few years azo
amounted almost to taking one’s life in
one's hands, but thanks to the good work
being done, the molorist can now see some
return for the expenditure of money enl-
leeted by way of the petrol tax. Recently
T travelled over some of the roads in the
Fastern States, and I ean say that in many
instanees the work carried out in Western
Australia is decidedly superior fo that per-
formed in some of the other parts 2f Ans-
tralia.  Certninly in this direetion our
nioney seems to have been judieiously spent.

There ave, however, other avenues of
public cxpenditure that do require judicial
cexamination, and may T vepeat what T have
advocated for 20 vears, namely, that we
should have a public works committee, the
duty of which should be to cxamine and
report to PPavliament npon projected under-
takings. The Statc has paid dearly for
many blunders of administration. In my
epinion the appointment of a public worka
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committee would be a safeguard not only
to the taxpayer but also to the party in
power. I listened with a good deal of
infervest to the speeeh of Mr. Craig, wd
particitliely that part wherein he stressed
the necessity for reduecing the cost of trans-
port to the producer. MHe instaneed the
Bunbury Harbour, and the difficnlties that
face the producer in the South-West, A
public works committee could assist that
part of the South-West by earefully exploe-
ing the avenues of inquiry that might help
to solve the difficult problem. Such a com-
mittee might even suggest that the site of
the existing harbour be abandoned, and »
new one chosen nearby, in a loeality that
might eliminate the costly dredging that
at present is $0 necessary.

Bulk handling has been installed at Pun-
bury, but I cannot eongratulate the engi-
neers on the design or lay-out of the silos.
I made a special trip to Bunbory to inspeet
the silos, and was convineed that if a pab-
lic works committee had heen in existence
something more modern would have heen
installed. I saw there a gzlaving example of
an expensive strueture heing crected with-
ont Parliamentary authority, and, so far as
I Lknow, those most interested in the usec
of the silos were not even gonsulted. Bulk
handling was introduced to reduce the eost
of transport to overseas markets; hut the
system that has heen installed ai Bunbury
is not economie, as, in my opinion, it =n.
tails unnecessary handling and haulage.
which must ultimately be detrimental to
the port when up-to-date methods are in-
stalled at other ports. While one regrots
that bulk handling neccssarily  reduces
labour from a handling point of view.
nevertheless if our wheat industry is to
compete with other parts of the world, the
elimination of every possible transport
charge is essential and must be faced. The
bulloek and horse wagon had to give way
to the train and motor, the single furrow
plough to the six-furrow and tractor, and
it almost secms now as if some tax should
be imposed on machinery that has displaced
Jahour.

1 wish next to make some reference to
the Albany Harbour, which is sitnated in
the province I represent. Owing tn the
lack of terminal acecommodation for wheat
at Albany, the farmers on the Nyahing and
Ongerup railway are debarred from having
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bulk facilities provided at their sidings.
This piaces them at a decided disadvantage
with their fellow farmers who have hulk
bins instalied. We consider it necessary
to have reclamation work ecarried omt at
Albany so that when the terminals are
erected, ships can come alongside and re-
eeive the wheat direct from the silos, as
is done at all modern poris. T regret that
the Treasurer refused to receive three mem-
bers of the provinge and the members for
Katanning and Albany by way of a depu-
tation to discuss this important question.

The CGovernment has adopted a wrong
policy regarding the wheat terminals, [k

should give econsideration to the policy
of the Queensland Covernment, namely,

that of assisting the produncers by allowing
the eo-operative growers to ereet and con-
trol storage bins or silos. TLast year the
Government in this State introdueced a Bill
having for its object the establishment of a
board—though not of growers—to be ap-
pointed by the Minister, that would have
power to gzo on the market and horrow
£350,000 for the purpose of building ter-
minals at the poris. The amazing thing is
that the bulk-handline truestees have avail-
able £300,000 for the construction of ter-
minals, provided the Government give them
authority fo carry out the work as has been
done by the Labour Government of Queens-
land. That State leads the way in provid-
ing facilities for the produecers in the diree-
tion of ovderly marvkefing of their products.
If the Government availed itself of the offer
of the trustees to utilise that sum of money
for the building of terminals, the interest
cost to the State would not amount to one
farthing.

Contrasting the attitude adopted by our
Mimsters, T would like fo quote what the
Queensland  Government has done for the
peanut growers. That State produces large
guautities of peanuts, and a passage from
“The Peanut Industry; o brief outline of
its history™ is worth quoting—

The plans also make provision far a
working-house attached to the storage bins
and cquipped with the most modern machi-
nery for the cleaning and treatment of pea-
nuts for marketing purposes, The cost of the
selieme was estimated at €30,000: thus the
Board was faced with the problem  of
financing the proposition. 1t was then de-
vided to form the Queensland Peannt Crow-
ors” Co-operadive Association, Ttd., which hy
undertaking the ercetion of the sturage
facilities and eleaning aud treatment plant
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woulidl become the holding body for these
aseets on behalf of the owners, that is, the
producers themselves,

The financing of the stosnge scheme was
made possible by means of a levy tmposed by
the Peanut Bourd en growers, power having
been obtained for the crestion of same by
virtue of regelations made under the Primary
P'roducers’ Organisation and Markcting Acts.
The rate of levy was Yd. per Ih. on all pea-
wits delivered to the hoard, the purposes for
which the proceeds of same conld be utilised
including the provision of storags aud treat-
ment facilities, The levy was imposed in the
first instanee on the 1927 crop; the board
entering into an agreement with the associa-
tion to pay to (he latter the amounts thus
colleeted.

In respeet to the initinl outlay of £30,000
covering the costs of ereetion, approach was
matde to the Queensland Government which
agremd to goarantee a lean from the Com-
munwenlth Bank of Australia to the associa-
tion, to the extent of 75 per cent. of the cost
of the nndertaking, on condition that the
stssocintion first provided and expeunded the
sunt of £12500, that is the remaining 23 per
cenf. of the cest. This eondition was com-
plied wiith. an amount of £5,560 135, %d. wing
obtained from the levy imposed on the 1927
season’s erop. the halanee heing obtained
by the issue of preferenee sharves in  the
association,

The point T wish to stress is thal the
{ueensland Government is prepared to gna-
rantee the producers af the Commonwealth
Tank to the extent of 75 per ceat. of the
monev that is vequired to eveet the stlos.
Mas that occurred here? No. The Govern-
ment of this Sfate savs, “We want control
of the silos: we will find the money and vou
will pax the charges that we impose’  As
T have alveady said, the pool has £300,000
available, and is preparved to carry out fhe
work of erecting silos without Government
assisfanee in any shape or form: but the
Government refuses to agree to the pro-
posal.  Amain, the Queecusland Government
says to the producers, “This is yeur con.
corn; it is vour responsihility; so go ahead
and construet  1he stlo<?  Comparing  the
Government of Western Aunstralia with that
of Queensland, one feels very mueh inclined
to say that our Goveroment suffers seriously.

I nrge the Government to reconsider its
devision and, instead of insisting on  ifs
hoard raising €350.000 and adding te our
already heavy burden of deht, zive our
wleaterowers  permission  to  utilise  the
£200,000 that is alreadv available For the
work. The existing position is lamentable,
Originally the Labour Government in this
State did everything in its power to prevent
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the introduetion of bull handling, and it
was only after passive rvesistance for a long
period that a deeision was arrived at to ap-
point & Royal Commizsion to investigate the
posifion.  Mr. Angwin was made chatrman
af that Commission, and it was found that
the introduction of bhulk handling eould not
be staved off any longer. The resolt is that
we have bins creeted throunchout the State.
hnt when prices ave falling, the Government
should lie a little more considerate towards
the growers and allow them to have control
of their own facilities. Why deny the
wheatgrowers a  privilege that has heen
wramted to unions?

The Chiet Seeretary: We have not denied
it

Hon, A. TITOMSON: Then T hope (he
Minister will uwse his nfluenee in Cabinet
and nrge the Government to permit the
trnstees to use the £300,000 that is available
tor the ereetion of terminals at Fremantle
and  Albany. The expenditure of tins
money, at no eost whatever to the Govern-
ment, will wean the provision of work for »
vreaf number of men.
© May T urge the Government te fulfil »
promise made by Mr. Willeock when he was
Deputy Premier by instrueting the Publie
Works Department at once to investigate
and submit a report on the reclamation thab
considered opinion deems neecssary for the
jiraper development of the Albany harbour?
Tike Mr. Craig, T consider it essential to the
prosperity of the State that eheap transport
Eacilities should be provided, for upon such
{ransport depends the suceessful mainten-
ance of our primary industries. The West-
ern Australian farmer, with his cheap land
and moadern machinery, docs his part. It
is up to the Government of any party io
ensure that our transport methods do nnt
prove a severe handicap, and, as time is the
eysence of the confract. I vrge the Premier
fo give serious and immediate atfention to
this vequest.  Otherwise, it seems that, vn-
less we have n change of Government, the
Farmers in the Watanning portion of my
Provinee will, lacking the provision by the
present Government of a bulk terminal at
Albany, be at a distinct disadvantage com-
pared with those that have hulk wheat hins
at their sidings.

The Speech mentions the fact that prices
For some of our export products are unsatiz-
Factorv. That the price of wheat has de-
clined alarmingly is extremely regrettable.
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It <houkld be borne in mind that the adverse
position of the wheat industry must be re-
fleeted i deereazed returus to  The  Stats
as a whole. for the Speech menfions that
railway finanees last year showed an im-
provement over the previous year owing to
inereased revenue “derived prineipally from
wheat, timber and livestock, and the steady
flow of tralfic to thr goldfields.” The Stae
has many millions of pounds invested in the
wheat industry, but unless the Federal and
the State Governments take ecombined action
to affard wheatgeowers the adequaie pro-
feetion that is given to secondary indus-
tries. production must sericusly decline he-
eause farmers cannot he oxpeeted to pro-
duce wheat at a loss. The worker has the
Arvbhitration Court, which fixes his standard
of wages or income. The secondary indus-
tries have the tarifl fo assitt them. In-
ereased cost of production inenrred by
secondary industry iz antomatically passed
on to the publie. The farmer, however, hav-
ing to sell his produet in competition on the
open markets of the world, cannot pass on
his inereased costs. e has to take the price
ruling on the London market. T deeply re-
aret that the Specch contained no reference
to the Government's attitude to the supoes-
ted home priee for wheat. Let us hope that,
a< a result of the conference shortly to he
held, thanks to My, Butler, the Premior of
South Australia, 2 heme consumption price
for wheat will be fixed.

The Chief Secrctary: Would vou susgest
that that is a State responsibility ?

Hon. A. THOMSON : Tt is partly a State
responsibility because such a priee ean be
fixedd only in eo-operation with the other
States and with the assistance of the Com-
monwenlth.  Whatever suggestion is made
must receive legislative support from West-
cern Australin.  Even though the Siate Gov-
ernment might not feel hound to find the
whole of the money for the purpose, the

farmers  would  preatly appreciate  some
indication  from Lhe Government that

it i~ =yvmpathetic towards fixing a price for
home consumption. The farmers are not
askine for anvthing unreasonable or unjust.

The Chief Seeretary: But do you not con-
sider that that is a Commonwealth rather
than a State responsibility ?

Hon, A, THOMSON: It is both a
State and Federal responsibility. Some-
thing should be done. T am glad that Mr.
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Troy is to take part in the deliberations,
and I reiterate that the fixing of a home
consumption price is essential. Means must
be devised, cither by the Federal Govern-
ment or by the State Govermment, to assist
this industry which has to mect fieree com-
petition in the world’s warket, Those that
are prodocing wheat in this country ave faced
with increased costs in every direetion. The
Arbitration Court has inereased the hasic
ware, and while I take no exeeption to men
receiving o falr wage, the court's deeixion
has meant an inevea<e in the cost of produe-
tion.  The tariff imposes a further burden.
In the Eastern States one hody of workmen
is threatening to hold ap a particular indus-
tey. 11 it is suecessful, there will be serious
repercussions throughout that State. Bug
suppose the farmers of the (‘fommonwealth
deetded to zo on strike and refain their
wheat.  The consamers would have to im-
port wheat from elsewhere, and in that event
they would have to payv meore than the Lon-
don market price. There is no doubt that
the Australian consumer has been receiving
his wheat from producers who have not en-
Joxed the conditions that apply to seeondary
industries throughout Ansiralia,

The question of starting price hetting is
alzo conspienous by its absence from the
Speech.  The wav in which the law is being
flouted 1s an absolute disgrace fo the ad-
ministration.  Ts the Government prepared
ta enrourage gangster methods smilar to
those we arve led to believe exist in Amerien?
A seleet committee should he appeinted to
infire into the apparent connivanee of the
Police Department in the Hagrant breaches
of ithe law that are taking place. I an
amendment of the law is necessary, then let
the law be amended. Beiting shops should
he lemalived or eliminated. Queenstand ap-
pears to have dealt effectively with this evil.
We in this State have, hy legalising State
lotteries, afforded the small hettor an oppor-
tunity to indulee in a little gamble. The
amount of money {hat passes through the
legalised hetting shops of Sonth Australia
is amazing. TFnlightening information on
this =ubject has heen published in the “West
Australian.”  South Australin has not a
State lottery, and small bettors in this State
have opportunifies to @amble that are lack-
inr in that State.

Hon. G. Fraser: Onee a month,

Hon. A. THOMSOXN: And that wmieht
sometimes be onre too often.  However,
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people will het, and I have no objection to
‘their doing so, but unguestionably the pre-
-sent system 15 entirely wrong. If the infor-
mation T have received is eorreet, the owners
of starting price betting shops contribute
to a poel from which the fines tmposed by
the court are paid.

The Chief Secretary: T do not think so.

Hon. A, THOMSOXN: We scem to be
developing a system similar to that revealed
in moving pictures as existing in Ameriea,
wider which the man on top has a box seat,
while other men have to face the music.
Those men, however, are defended by a law-
ver from pooled funds and such fines as are
inflicted are paid from the peol. TIf state-
ments that have been made are correct, a
sumnilar method is heing adopted in Western
Australia, where we have a hody of wrong-
doers combinine to defeat the laws of the
land. Tf that is true, something should he
done fo nip the evil in the hud. We should
have & select eommittee to inquire why so
mueh Jaxity apparently exists in the Police
Department. There is no scereey about the
maiter; these illegal practiees are in evid-
ence in wany parts of the city. Indulgence
in this form of betting eould not he more
open if the system were Jegalised as it is
in Sonth Australia.

Hon. G. Fraser: You allaw the race clubs
to charge fees to a bookmaker.

Hon. A. THOMSON: By not Tlicensing
these shops the Government is losing
revenue, hut perhaps more is being made by
way of fines. Bookmalkers have heen legal-
ised by the imposition of a betting tax on
every ticket issued, the totalisator has heen
Jegalized, and in addition we have the State
Totteries.

Hon. G, Fraser: The hookmaker on the
course 15 not legalised:

Hon. A, THOMSOX: Something is
wrong. Bither the Government is not willing:
to put the law inte operation or some other
influense is at work 1o prevent the law from
heing enforced. T wonld weleome a seleel
committee of this House to inquire why
there is apparently so much laxity. With
others, T eonsider that the Postal Depart-
ment is culpable. A governmental utility
should not be made the medium te assist in
the breaking of a States’ statutes. I should
like inquiries made to ascertain whetlier the
Federal Government has the right to control
wireless in the State. The Federal Govern-
ment derives a large revenue from wire-
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less licenses and it permits to he broad-
cast over the air racing and similar
news that aids and abets in fthe hreaking of
the Iaw. The Government should obtain an
ypinion from a eonstitutional authovity as
‘o whether the Federal Government has a
lemal right to control and eolleet fees in the
State from wireless licenses. There is no
wainsaving the faet that the Federal Gov-
ernment, through its Postal Department, is
a means of aceentuating whaf some of ns
consider o be an evil. T repeat that hetting
shops should he legalised or climinated.
That i< a matter of Government poliey, and
it is a pity that the Government did not
indieate its intentions throngh the Lient.-
Governor's Speech.  Theve is plaring evi-
dence of law-breaking week after week. T
shonld like to be informed how much money
is colleeted in fines, and whether there iz a
pool from which such fines are paid. The
Chief Secvetary does not seem fo think so.
T cannot say whether it is so, bt my belief
is that the poor unfortunates who are fined
from £25 to £40 ave not the men who are
veally conduneting the shops.

HWon. G, B. Wood: Why “poor unfortu-
nates?

Hon, A, THOMSON: Beeause they ave
only what might he ealled stool pigeons
Leing made nge of by those who are aetually
breaking the Iaw.

Hon, &. B. Wood: They are getting a cut
ont of it

Hon. G. Fraser: Would yon apply the
sane reasontng to the racecourse?

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. A. TRHOMSON: 1 wish fo refer to
somme remarks made by Mr. Angelo last
ovening. ‘The hon. member had verified the
correctness of figures quoted by him as te
the number of aceidents that have taken
plage in the metropolitan area during ihe
past ten vears i connection with motor
traffic. Those figures are staggering. In
the vear onded the 30th June 1938 the
number of fatal aecidents was 71, that
of serions accidents 405, and of nunor
aecidents 4,237, As Mr. Angelo pointed out,
fatal accidents do not fill our hospitands—
nnfortunately they go to another place; hut
the serious and minor accidents undoubledly
make large demands upon hospital acrom-
modation. Therefore it is time the Govern-
ment fook steps fo minimise accidents. [
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propose to shew bricflly what, in my opinios,
could be done towards that cued.

First of all I gonsider it absolutely ersen-
tial that we should fall into line with the
Eastern States in the matter ol thivd party
risk—the personal risk. There is on our
statute-book a law making it eompulsory to
insure all employees against aceidenis
under the terms of the Workers™ Compensa-
tion Aet. Thus we protect the worker in his
employment. However, it &5 uite possible
that in goiny to his emplovinent—indeed,
this frequently happens-—the hreadwinner is
knocked down by a metor car or mnotor truck
and seriously injured. If the vehiele that
cuuses the aeeident is eovered for third-party
risk, the injured person, or the relatives of
one who is killed, will have a chance of re-
covering compensation at Jaw. On the other
hand, large numbers of people pay a small
deposit on utility trucks or secondband
motor ears and go on the road with them the
next day. Such drivers are frequent eauses
of accidents. They are without substance,
and thus great financial hardship results to
the injured party or his widow and children,
In other States it is a sine qua non for the
issue of a license in respect of a motur
vehicle that the third-party risk shall he
covered—I refer to the personal rizk, with-
out reference fo anything that may happen
to the ear itself.

Hon. E. H. Angelo: The premium is eol-
lected at the same time as the license fee,
iz 1t not?

Hon, A. THOMSON: Yes.

Hon. V., Hamerslex: Do vou
driver’s license or the car license!?

Hon. A. THOMSON: A vehicle eannot
be put on the road unless the third-parcty
risk is covered. The matter could he ad-
Justed with only small inercase of coxt tfo
the motorist. If one cannot insure against
aceident to pedestrians, one has ne right to
put a vehicle on the road. 1 suggest for
the consideration of the Minister adminis-
tering the Traffic Act that, without any
grave depletion of the funds colleeted in
the metropolitan area and in country dis-
tricts, instead of charging £8 by way of
license fee for a car, the anthorities charged
only £7 and apply the other £1 to an acei-
dent fund to be controlled by the Traffie
Department or by the State Insurance Office.
It may seem as if I am turning a somer-
sault with regard to State insurance, but the
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amounts collected would furnish a  sub-
stantial fund.

Hon. G. Fraser: About £60,000 a vear.

Hon, A, THOMSON: I believe it would
amount to more if trucks and other vehicles
were incinded. However, even £60,000 would
be a substantial amount to mcet compensa-
tion for injured persons. In South Aus-
tralia and Queensland no motor vehicle is
allowed on the road without the third-party
risk being covered. In view of the very
large number of accidents, fatal, serious and
minor, the time is long overdue for our Gov-
ernment to introduce such a measare as I
suggest. I have mentioncd the matter pre-
viously; and as other States lave done or
are about fo do what I advoeate, the same
course should be adopted here. Af the re-
cent Road Boards Conference a propesal
was submitted for defining main arteries of
traffic. It was snggested that ail vehicles
coming out of side streets should stop for
vehicles travelling on main arteries. T my-
sclf suffered an aceident through a lunatie
shooting out of a side strect. In swerving
I capsized. T have seen mauy meotorists
shoot out of side streets most recklessly.
Better control is essentinl. It would cost
only a small amount of monev to put up
signs requiring any driver coming out of a
side street to slow up. My suggestion applies
not only to the metropolitan avea but also
to country distriets. Just reccintly, when
travelling to the city from Katanning, I was
on the rise of a bill and a man shot out,
certainly travelling faster than I was. Iad
I not had good brake contrel, there would
have been a ecatastrophe. He must have
come out of the side street at the rate of
40 or 50 miles an hour.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Is not that how the
late ehief of the traffic police was killed?

Hon., A. THOMSON: Ye¢s. T commend
to the earnest consideration of the traffic
police, and also of the Minister in coantrol,
the making of a deflnite code of streets as
indicated. Small notices could be put up
on the side. Anyhow, the Government make
plenty of money out of motor licenses, and
ean well afford to put up elear signs that
anyone coming out of a side street must
slow up.

Hon. G. Fraser: In the metropolitan area
there have been very few accidents.

Hon. A, THOMSON: I am referring to
the congested parts.
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Hon. E. H. Angelo: Your suggestion was
turned down on the advice of Mr. Rattray.

Hon. A, THOMSON: Mr. Rattray said
that if it were carried out, it would mean
the slowing-up of traffic.

Member: Absard!

Hon. A, THOMSON: The safety of the
public is of more coneern to us than the
speed of traffic. T helieve in the old motto,
“Bafety first.” 1In the course of my spcech
I have eriticised the Government where 1
considered myself to be entitled to do so,
and I have offered a few suggestions which
I hope may prove useful. I have much
pleasure in supporting the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply.

HON. L. B. BOLTON (Metropolitan)
[7.42]: T wish to convey to you, Mr. Presi-
dent, my congratclations on your un-
opposed return to this House and on your
unopposed re-election to the position of
President. I desire to refer to a loss which
the Chamber has suffered since the eclose
of last session in the death of the hon. My,
Elliott. My acquaintance with that gentle-
man dates only from his election to this
Chamber, but very few men have impressed
me more by their sincerity. I greatly re-
gret the loss of his services to the State.
If T may be pardoned for doing so, T will
refer to the loss whieh not only this Par-
liament but also the State of Western Aus-
tralia snstained through the death of Mr.
8. W. Munsie. I had known Mr. Munsie
since he first entered the Parliament of
Western Australia. There is a saying that
one has to live with a person in order io
know him, It was through becoming closely
aequainted with Mr. Munsie at the Gold
Bonus Exposition that I appreciated his
worth to Western Australia. I did not sce
eye to cye with the deceased gentleman in
polities, but I believe in giving eredit where
it is due. From my experience of life, and
partienlarly from my Parliamentary expe-
rience, I would say that no more sincere
Minister than Mr, Munsie ever served this
State on cither side of polities, My
association with bhim hecame close when he
first accepted the portfolio of the Health
Department. It may surprise some hon.
members to learn that one of the first of
his acts as Minister was the cause of my
resignation and that of other members from
the Fremantle Hospital Board. That is
why I feel especially bound to say that Mr.
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Munsie's services to Western Australia de-
serve all that has been said in proise of
them. I am glad to add my quota of praise
because I knew his worth. 1 welcome the
two new members, Mr. W. R, Hall and Mr.
Dimmitt, on their election. Mr, Dimmitt
and I have been closely associated in busi-
ness for more than 20 years, and my know-
ledge of him assures me that he will
become a very useful member. I hope he
will be amongst us for many years.

I desire to offer a few remarks on the
criticism levelled against some of the legis-
lation passed by Parliament last session
and against the aetions of this Chamber in
particular. Most of the bad legislation—
and all will admit there is quite a lot of
it—is due to its being rushed through at
the end of the session. Often more Bills
are dealt with in the closing days than in
half the session. Members agree to
elauses and to amendments without having
the requisite knowledge of the facts. This
has been the experience ever sinee I have
been a member of this House, a period
of six years. Every session it has been the
same, irrespective of the party in power.
T, with other members, have heen called
upon to answer quite a lot of eriticism
hurled at Parliament and that is my rea-
son for saying that during the present
session, when I have any remarks to make
on a Bill, I shall make them at the earliest
possible opportunity, so that the Leader
of the House will have no opportunity to
hit back at me when, at the end of the
session, I vote against every measure—as I
intend to do—that has been unduly held
up by the Government or by the Leader of
the House, I appreciate that, to some ex-
tent, the responsibility for avoiding delay
rests with members generally. Often a
Bill is held over and then, in the last week,
it is rushed through with results of which
we are only too well aware. A piece of
legislation that has received as much criti-
cism as any is the Bread Act.

The Honorary Minister: Only from a
very small number of people. '

Hon. L, B. BOLTON: Even if that is so,
those people are entitled to be heard. Pro-
bably the small number of people bave a
greater knowledge of what is required
than bhave the masses, and we should cer-
tainly lend an attentive ear to their com-
plaints. I sincerely hope that there will be
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an opportunity this session to amend some
of the provisions of the Aect.

The Honorary Minister: The Bread Act
has proved a great suecess.

Hon. L. B. BOLTOX: There is quite a
lot of opposition to that opimion. I sup-
ported the Bill becanse I considered it was
necessary and would lead to improved con-
ditions, but it seems that had some of the
provisions received greater consideration,
they would not have been passed. With
most ofher members, I have heen asked to
assist in sceuring the disallowance of a
number of regulations gazetted under the
Native Administration Aect. I Lope there
will be an opportunity to consider those
regulations later on. The Chicf Seeretary
nods his head affirmatively,  Therefore I
shall toueh on the question only briefly.

Hon. J. Nicholson: I thought the idea
was to substitute new regulations for those
that. have been gazetfed.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: T eannot answer
for the Chief Secretary, but all the assur-
ance I desire is that we shall be afforded an
opportunity to diseuss the regulations and
disallow those that are eonsidered to be not
in the best interests of the natives. I now
have an assurance to that effect from the
Chief Secretary. Judging by the opposition
that has been expressed, some of the regula-
tions appear to be a little too drastic. I
have much sympathy with the Chicf Seere-
tary in his work of administering the Aect.
Nobody could have been more sincere, or
vould have worked harder to secure an im-
provement of the conditions of those unfor-
tunate people. I give the Chief Seerctary
full eredit for all he has done. Nobody
could have worked with greater zeal to se-
cure the operation of laws that would bene-
fit the unfortunate aborigines. The pure
aboriginal is almost becoming extinet; a
greater menace is the half-caste and the
quarter-caste. Of course we should bear in
mind that we have deprived the blacks of
their country.

Hon. V. Hamersley: And made a better
one of it.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: Perhaps so, but
we should ensure reasonable conditions for
those people.  Action should be teken to
check the increase of the half-caste popula-
tion.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: How would you do
it?
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Hon. L. B. BOLTON: I am not prepared
to fell the hon. member here, but he can
guess. We should give civilised natives as
much freedom as possible, and should pro-
vide ineentives for them to become more
useful citizens,

The Chief Secretary: What do you mean
by civilised natives?

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: The half-castes
and quarter-castes are wmuch more civilised
than are the aborigines and should be given
such freedom as will encourage them to he-
come useful citizens. . They should not he
prevented from obtaining satisfactory em-
ployment; nor should we surround their em-
ployment with impossible conditions. A
sugeestion has beeri made that a board -
shouid be appointed to ussist in the admin-
istration of the Act. The suggestion cer-
tainly appeals to me. The Commissioner
has been given exceedingly wide powers, and
thongh most of us egrec that he is an experi-
enced man and most conscientions” in the
discharge of his duties, we must rea-
lise that it is almost impossible for one man
to give satisfaction, The Commissioner has
too great a load to bear and I think that
the appoiniment of an advisory board wounld
prove advantageous.

The next question on whick I desire to
touch is that so ably discussed by Mr. Thom-
son, namely, youth employment. I had pre-
pared figures much along the lines submit-
ted by the hon. member this evening, but I
shall not weary the Hounse by repeating
them. One of our most serious problems is
that of youth employment. I agree with
Mr. Thomson that the Government has done
very little, if anything, towards improving
the position. If I except the appointment
of Mr. Wolff as a Commissioner, I can
safely say that the Government has done
absolutely nothing for youth employment.
Unlike Mr. Thomson, I can congratulate Mr.
Wolff upon the thoroughness of the inquiry
he made, and the usefulness of the sugges-
tions he submitted. But the Govern-
ment has done nothing fo give effect to
his findings. Nothing has been doue to
carry out some of the suggestions that
wounld have helped the unfortunate youths
of to-day. From time to time we hear refer-
ences to the lost legion; we are told of the
unfortunate plight of lads of 18 to 24, but
some of us have had personal experience of
it. Only to-day as fine a Iad as T have seen
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for months entered my factory and begged
and prayed for an opportunity to learn
sonte part of the work. " He said, “I have
been hunted from pillar to post. I have not
had an opportunity to learn a trade. If I
can get such an opportunity, it is all I de-
sire. 1 would be prepared to work at any
trade if only I were given a chanee, but it
seems that T was born at the wrong time?”
There are hundreds and thousands of lads
in a similar position, and nothing is being
done for them,

Hon. H. V. Piesse: All of us have had
similar experience.

Hon. I. B. BOLTON: Judging hy the
time taken by the Government to de-
eide how to spend some of the money raised
by the Youth and Motherhood Appeal, I
- am afraid it will be many moons hefore any-
thing is done, unless there oceurs, as =ome
of us hope, a change of Government after
the next elections.

The Honorary Minister: You cannot
blame the Government for that; the funds
are in the hands of trustees.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: But I can hlame
the Government for having done nothing to
grapple with this problem.  The sugges-
tion has been made that behind the Govern-
ment’s inactivity may be a fear of yonth
employment proving a means of displacing
adult workers to the end of securing cheaper
produetion. 1 sineerely hope that the Gov-
ernment is not influenced by any ider of that
kind. Evidently something has prevented
the Government from taking action. What
leads me to thai opinion is the action of the
Government in faking over the work of the
Boys’ Employment League and giving it to
a department, notwithstanding the wonder-
ful work douc by the league from its in-
eeption. In five years the league was able
to flll 9,469 positions at practicelly no cost
to the Government. Such an achievement
is almost incredible. One officer was loaned
from the Edncation Department for this
work, and his salary, plus the use of an
office, telephone and stationery, represented
the total cost of placing thai number of un-
employed youths during the five years the
league was in existence. The number does
not include replacements; they were all
genuine, fresh registrations of youths placed
in employment. I asked the Chief Seere-
tary a question & few days age, and the re-
ply Y received showed the tremendous fall-
ing off that has taken place since the Gov-
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ernment assumed control of the work. The
gquestion I asked was:—

Since the taking over by the Government
of the work of placing youths in employment
previously carried out by the Boys’ Employ-
ment League, what were (a) the number of
applications received, (b) the number of
vouths placed in pogitions in both the mciro-
politan area and the country, (e) the rates of
wages paid? 2, What is, or are, the name or
names of the officer or officers allotted to this
work, and what other positions, if any, do
they fillt

The Chief Sccretary replied :—

1, (a) 539; (b) 246 in mectropolitan area,
90 in the country; of the remainder 178
wvouths have not re-applied, and presumably
have ohtained employment, leaving 23 un-
placed; (e} where an industry is covered hy
an award of the Arbitration Court the award
rate is paid; in rases where there i3 neo
award the wages range from 10s. to 30s. per
weck: for country work the wages range
from 10s, to 30s. per week plus keep. 2, Mr,
J. . A, Hodgson, an ofticer of the Depari-
ment of Employment.

I desired to aseertain also whether the officer
was engaged full-time or not, but that part
of the question was not answered. I do not
know whether he has any other position. Let
me show the effect of this falling off in em-
ployment upon the State. The answer io
the question made apparent that there has
heen a falling off. The record of the league,
when positions were much harder to fill than
they are to-day, was an average of 127 per
month, or approximately 1,600 per annum.
The placements since the work has been car-
ried out by the department have been 66
per month—a falling off of 59 per month—or
708 per annum, If we take the average of
the jobs as being worth 24s. to 26s. per
week, including keep for the country
jobs, not allowing for increases or promo-
tions, the loss in wages to the community
15 over £42,000 per annum, and there
is also the faetor of the living standard be-
ing reduced in the homes of the unemployed
lads. In addition, the loss of employment
and the lack of registration probably lead
to additicnal ceases of delinquency, and this
would have a bad effect on growing youths.

The Chief Secretary: Are you suggesting
there is a number of positions that have not
heen filled?

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: I suggest that the
department is not doing the work nearly so
effectively as the Boys' Employment League
was doing it, at praetically no cost to the
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Government. It would perhaps not be cor-
rect to say that the league was more sincerce
in its work than is the Government, but
there was more following up of eases on the
part of the league. Apart from the paid
official, it was a labour of love on the part
of the committee that did such excellent
work over a period of five vears. To take
this work from the league when it was so
gueeessful was wrong,

Hon. H. Tuckey: Why was
taken over hy the Government?

Hon. L. B. BOLTOX: Perhaps the Chief
Seeretary will be able o enlighten the hon.
member on that point. In view of the num-
ber of unemployed lads to be seen in the
streets of Perth, the question arises whether
they are registering, or are desisting from
registering on  aecount of the fewer jobs
thal ave offering and the fewer placements
that are heing effected. 1 had intended to
refer to the assistanee that is being given
by other Governments in the Commonwealth,
but will refrain from deing so as this aspeet
has already been ably dealt with hy Mr.
Thamson.

T am a firm believer in the apprenticeship
system, and support the finding of Mr.
Justice Wolff that the control of appren-
tices should be removed from the Arbitra-
tion Court. By such means much better re-
sults would he obtained, and the court would
he relieved of that work. Subsidised ap-
prenticeship was referred to by Mr. Thom-
son for vouths hetween 19 and 25. That
also has my wholchearted support. Tt is
very gratifying to sec members of our
women's organisations, of all shades of
politieal opinion, taking such a keen interest
m helping the lads in this scheme. I was
glad to note that the Minister for Employ-
ment, in reply to a deputation from
womet's organisations recently, said that a
careful investigation of the scheme would be
made. 1 sinecrely hope that will be donc
soon, as there is urgent necd for it. Techni-
eal training has received much attention at
the hands of the Commissioner. I can only
repeat my views on that subject, cxpressed
when T have previously dealt with it. Not-
withstanding the cxeellent work done by the
Edueation Department, T feel that there is
still room for vast cxpansion. The schools
are overcrowded. 1 would at all times sup-
port an inerease in the Vote for this part
of our edueation system, even at the cxpense
of higher edueation. A lot of moncy has
been spent nselessly in the training of so

the work
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many students for the professions. When
they have been trained many of them have
left these shores. Refercnee was made to
the departure of Mr. Pittman. Most of the
brilliant students who are trained at our
University at the expense of the State zre
allowed o depart to other parts of the
Commonwealth or other parts of the world,
when they should be retained here so that
their services may be employed in the in-
terests of the State that trained them.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: That applies also to
the officers of the Agricultural Department.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: Yes. Not suffi-
cient training is given in respeet to agrienl-
ture. T am not depreciating secondary in-
dustries when I say that this State is matur-
ally more snited for primary than for see-
ondary industries. At all times people seem
to be anxious that youths should be taught
a frade. The youths are alrcady protected
by Arbitration Court awards. Some of
thent are miven training in colleges so that
they may go on the land, hut there is ample
room for mueh more training of the kind.
Another matter referred to was the raising
of the school age to 16. That proposal has -
my support. I would make it a condition,
however, that the additional time was de-
voted to advanced technical training, eomso-
nant with the natural bent of the youths,
ascertained after due investigation. T
have rvepeatedly said that it is useless
to try to make a Dblacksmith out of
a butcher. That is what is being
attempied in many instances. If the
lads eould be elassified when at school and
then passed on for technical training in the
trade most suited to them, we would have
an even hetfer type of artisan than we have
to-day. That is a recommendation of Mr.
Justice Wolff, and one that should receive
attention from the Government. My ex-
perience, particularly in manufacturing, is
that when two lads are applying for a posi-
tion the one having the slightest technical
training is always selected in preference to
the other. ]

T disagree with the commitice of experts
that recommended the retention of the site
of the present technical school and the erce-
tion of a new building there for the exten-
sion of technical training. Sinec I have had
anything to do with teehnical training—and
that extends over many years—I have earc-
fully considered what would be the most
suitable site. I have come to the conclusion
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that the Government would be ill-advised to
deeide definitely upen the erection of a new
building on the present site. My opinion as
a business man is that the site should be
sold at present values, and that sufficient
money could then be obtained for a new and
more central site. The capital derived from
the sale would also enable the Government
to erect huildings for technienl training that
would suffice for the next 20 or 30 years.
That would be a much better proposition
than to continue on at the present site, Ti is
suggested that the present site is a very
convenient one-—the most eonvenient avail-
able in the city. T point out that those who
are interested in techmieal training live to
the north, west and east, though some may
live to the south. A much better site would
he on the northern side of the railway line—
nearver for those who would make most use of
technical school facilities.

Reference has been made to ihe dearth of
positions for vouths wishing to embark upon
industrial occnpations. Until sueh time as we
can fully develop our secondary industries,
that situation is likely to recur frequently.
As T recently said, primary production in
this State absorhs very few lads who are
seeking employment after leaving school,
whereas many try to enter secondary indus-
tries, of which we have so few. In the eir-
cumstances, I am afraid that the youth prob-
lem will be n serious one for Western Ans-
tralia for many years to come.

Hon. H. V. Picsse: Do you think we will
ever have many secondary industries in this
State?

The Honorary Miunister: We should have
2 lot more than we have.

Hon. I.. B. BOLTON: We would have a
lot more if people were more loeally minded.
I am not thinking of one industry only
when I say that if the perople supported our
loeal ¢oncerns, we would have many more
of them and those already in existence would
be more extensive than they are. I do not
blame the present Government for the situa-
tion. T have had considerable experience in
that rvegard, and Mr. Dimmitt will bear me
out when I say that Governments, and pax-
ticularly the present Government, have
always extended preference to locally-made
goods. Whenever goods required are avail-
able or can be made locally, departmental
officers give preference to the Western Ans-
tralian artiele. It is the people themselves
who are at fault. Tet members consider

[COUNCIL.)

the details of imports for the year ended
the 30th June last. They show that instead
of reducing our imports from overscas and
from the BEastern States, we increased the
volume of trade compared with that of the
previous finaneial year. The details show
that for that financial year the total imports
from the LEastern States were valued at
£12,939,671, an inerease of over £600,000
above the value of the tofal imports for the
preceding vear, The gross value of our um-
ports was £20,931,000, so that, roughly,
£7,900,000 worth of gomls were imported
from overseas. When we cousider our ex-
ports we find that we despatehed to the
Eastern States goods valned at only
£3,000,000. That affords an indication of
our huge adverse trade balance. When I am
asked, therefore, whether we shall ever have
many more seeondary industries in  this
State, T am able to reply that it can only be
s0 when our people become locally-minded
with regard to their purchases and when our
population is materially increased. We
suffer through lack of population. In our
present eneumstanees we have not the same
opportunities that are enjoyed by the manu-
Facturers in the Eastern States,  Our output
5 so small that the cost of production is
considerably more than that of manufae-
turers in the Eastern States. That iz greatly
to our disadvantage. Until we seeure im-
provements in  the two main  directions
referred to, we can never make sueh progress
in the establishment of the secondary indus-
tries as we desire.

The Honorary Minister: The busiuess
people must he wore cnterprising too.

Hon. I.. B. BROLTON: Perhaps the Hou-
orary Minister will fell me where they can
he more enterprising.  Without mentioning
any pame, 1 know of one concern that has
spent £20,00 in the provision of an up-to-
date factory. Is that not enterprise? Thut
factory was established to cater for Lrade
that is now going out of the State. T think
every hon. member knows to what I refer.
The loss of that trade represents £750,000
every vear fo this State. Tt is the money
apent on motor bodies that are manufaciured
in the Eastern States and used in Western
Australia. We should not forget that much
of the diffieulty eould be overcome it the
Government gave the lead in some direc-
tions. In these cireumstances, I think the
Honorary Minister was o little unfair when
he suggested that our manufacturees were
unenterprising.  Where could we have mrre
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enterprising concerns than onr tobaceo, iz
cnit and chocolate Factories? Those three
concerns alone are exporting a large per-
cenfage of their production.

Hon. Gi. Fraser: I think the Monorary
Minister referved fo the retailers, who
should be given a lesson on =clling loeal
goonds,

Hen. L. B. BOLTON; i ke relerred eor-
reetly to the peopls wtom he shoulid blame,
he wonld refer {a the purchasers, the people
who spend the money over the counter. Let
thrm ask for loeallv-made 2o0o0ds and fheir
requirements will he wet.

Several members interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order! T mmst ask
hon. members noi io interject but to allow
Mr. Bolton (o proceed.

Hon. L. B. BOLTOX: T will suppert anv
movenment that will lend added support to
the yvounger farming genevation, which sub-
jeet was referred to by My, Thomson. We
shonld eneourage the junior farmers' clubs,
which have excellent supporters in men like
Mr. Craig. who iz President of the Royal
Agricultural Socicty, and other members
who are doing execellent work.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: The Government is
not extending any financial support as the
Government of New South Wales does.

Hon. L. B. BOLTOXN: Perhaps when
these clubs are a liftle stronger, they will
make their weight felt and seeure some fin-
ancial support from the Government. The
only ofher maiter regarding the report of
Mr. Justice Wolff to which I shall refer re-
lates to the establishment of a Bureau of
Industry and Eeonomic Research. Need-
less to say, I shall strongly support any
such move, for I helieve that something of
the sort haz heen requived for many years.
I hope the Government will see that the
bureau is established at any early date and
that the ohject will be, not only fo help in
the establishment of industries, hnt to assist
those already in existence. T trust that the
Government will not see in this move an
induecment to enter further into State trad-
ing concerns. [ would be sorvy to think
it would iake advantage of information so
obtained in order to embark upon any ven-
ture of that deseription, and I certainly
hope it will not do so.

Dealing briefly with industrial matters as
affecting ihe Arbitration Court, I shall not
speak at length because T notice from the
Lieut.-Governor's Speech that the Govern-

m

ment  propozes to amend ihe Industrial
Arbitration Act this session and ihat will
provide an opportanity to diseuss such mat-
ters, I suggest, however, that the Govern-
ment’s action in the recent Collie coal min-
ing dizspute waz the most discreditable and
dangerous happening in the industrial world
that [ have ever known. The President of
the Arbitvation Court went so far as to
protext against the wnlawful manner in
which the Minisier had broshed aside rthe
law, as, in.my opinion, he did. Little won-
der that unions act as they do at times, and
take the law info their own hands when
awards:  do not suit them. Stauneh sup-
porfer as T always have heen, and still am,
of arbitration. even my faith received a rade
zhoek at the happening to which T have re-
ferred. The very persons expecfed to np-
hold the law diseredited and over-rode the
rribunal that they had set up, merely to zuit
their own ends. In this vespeet the Gov-
ernment zubjected the Avbitration Court to
its greatest indignity. The delays of the
Arhitration Court in dealing with matters,
which have eaused as much of the industrial
unrest as any other oecurrence, have heen
due to the Government’s inaction in negleei-
ing fo de much carlier what they did when
they appointed an additional jndge. The
appeiniment of Mr. Justice Wolff as Deputy
President of the Arbitration Court will con-
siderably reliecve the congestion. While I
support the appointment of an additional
judge 1o undertake arbitration work, I think
the day when there was need for two lay
memhers of the Arbitration Court has gene.
Their presenee on the bench now represents
not only a waste of time hut of money. In
the early days of our arbitration and con-
ciliation laws when the Arbitration Court
waz first formed, I was definitely in agree-
ment with the appointment of fwo lay mem-
bers of the court to assist the President,
but to-day T view the matter in an entirely
different light. The President of the court
is an excellent man in his joh. He has made
himself eonversant with as many industries
as is possihle for one man. Although at
times 1 disagree with some of his decisions,
that is merely natural, At present I regard
the lax members of the court as quite
nseless, and T =ineercly hope that when the
Government introduces a Bill to amend the
Act, provision wili be made for discarding
the lay members. There seemed to be almost
a disinclination recently to re-appoint them.
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I do not know whether there was anything
behind that, but I believe ift they were not
re-appointed, it would meet with the ap-
proval of a majority in the industrial world,
and I am not too sure that it would
not meet with the approval of the
unions, {co. The need for the additional
information and expervienee that was so
apparent in the early days of the Arbitra-
tion Court is absent now, and the Presi-
dent of the court is sufficiently well versed
in industrial matters to handle the business
alone. There is one other matter on whieh
I desire to express an opinion. I strongly
eommend the Premier’s aetion in refusing
to allow part of the Esplanade to be used
for the erection of a town hall and muniei-
pal offices, Not only do I suggest that the
site is unsuitable, but, as a ¢ity represen-
fative and one who is as proud of the
beaulies of Perth and its surroundings as
any other man in the State, T will fight Lo
the last ditch to prevent any of the open
spaces, even a squarc yard, being taken
away from this beautiful eity.

Much has been said regarding the price
of wheat and the position of the farmers.
I would like to compliment Mr. Wood on
his excellent speech and the interesting
information that he gave to the House last
night. I feel I would be wanting in my
duty as a representative of the people if T
failed to offer at least some remarks on this
subject, because I have the almost unique
experience of being both a primary and
secondary producer.

The Chief Seeretary: Have you been sue-
eessful in both?

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: I will leave the
world to judge that. I am proud of my
achievements in both spheres, and that is
something.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. I. B. BOLTON: I was in sympathy
with Mr. Wood yesterday evening when he
said he wanted his Nationalist friends to
hear what he had to say regarding the
wheat industry,

Hon. H. Tuckey: He was a bit donbtful
about you.

Hon. I. B. BOLTON: I do not think so.

Hon. V. Hamersley: You are one of the
sympathetic Nationalists.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: I hope I am and
always will be sympathetic towards the
farming community. God knows, they neecd
not only a little sympathy, but help.

[COUNCIL.]

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon, L. B. BOLTON: But the farmers
must not psk for too much,

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: After all, they can
only get a cerfain amount, and must be
satisfied with a fair deal. I think the more
reasonable farmers ave men like JMr. Wood
and those with whom he is associated. They,
like myself, are satisfied if we get about 10s.
a hag for our wheat. At that price, a man
ean make farming pay.

Hon. V. Hamersley: That is all they are
asking for.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: Yes, in some quar-
ters. If the farmers do not ask for more
than that, T believe they have a chance of
getting it. The question has been asked and
debated by many people whether this is a
State or a Federal matter. Mr. Thomson, 1
think, suggested it was both. I alse suggest
it is both, but primarily it is a Federal mai-
ter. Before we ean get the assistance we
need, it must be made a State matter. The
State must help and T believe that if the com-
munity, not nceessarily the farmers only—
becaunse, after all, and even my friend Mr.
Wood will pardon me for saying this, the
farmers are always up against it, always
have a groueh and ave always wanting some-
thing—I say, if the community get behind
this movement, we shall have a golden op-
portunity of indueing the Commonwealth
to do something. I was siruck by a report
in this morning’s “West Australian™ re-
garding the wheat position in South Aus-
tralia. I think the Government should act
on the lines set out in that report. It does
not matler which party is in power;
someone has to do something to help the
farming eommunity, and I think if the busi-
ness people get behind the Government and
the Federal Government is convineed that
we are in carnest in onr desire to help the
favmers, then it will come to our aid. I
would not go so far as to say that we should
stabilise the wheat industry over a period.
It would he madness for us to ask for that
at the present time; but something must be
done. Wheat to-day is 2s. 6%d. & bushel.
Last year, the average price of our export
whent was 4s. 4%%d. per bushel. Imagine
the difference this reduetion in price will
make to the State—2s, 61%d. a bushel as
agninst 4s. 414d. a bushel. The value of the
wheat exported from fhis State last year
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was £4,794,158 and the value of the flour
exported, £802,000, making a total of over
£3,596,000. If this latter figare is ent down
by almost 50 per cent., as it seems likely to
be, what will it mean to the State? How
shall we exist? What earthly chance have
we of managing on those figures?  None
whatever, and I repeat that if the Federal
Government ean only be induced to assist
the farmers, so that a reasonable price, say
3s. 4d. a bushel or 10s. per bag for wheat
can be ftixed, then the industry, will have
some c¢hanee to exist.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. I.. B. BOLTON: When speaking of
the selling price of wheat, it is intcresting
to note the cost of production. T shall quota
some figures, and I think members will agree
with me that the farming community, in
asking for the fixation of the price I have
mentioned, will not be asking 1s. more than
they are entitled to. The cost of wheat pro-
duetion in the Australian States for the
year 1934-35—it would not vary much fo-
day, and I am proud to say omr State has
the lowest production cost—is 3s. 34d. pec
bushel. In Queensland, which produces but
little wheat, the cost was 3s. 5d. per hushal;
in New Sounth Wales and South Australia,
it was 3s. 6d., while in Vistoria 1t was
3s. 8l4d. Therefore, if the price is fixed at
3s. 4d. a bushel, it is ¢ertainly not too much.
It would have this effect, and in my opinion
it would he of great advantage to the State
—it shonld have been brought about long
ago—that it would put off the Jand those
men who will never be able to make wheat
pay at any price, not even if they were
farming for a hundred years. Those incom-
petents are a menace to the industry. The
farmers whe farm on sound, safe lines
would then have a chanee of hringing
the industry back to the state in which we
would all like to see it. I make this sugges-
tion in order fo assist the Government. Tt
would he an excellent idea for fhe business
community of Perth to get together on lines
similar to those followed in Seuth Australia.
As I said a few minutes ago, a report ap-
peared in this morning’s “West Ansira-
lian” under the heading “Home Wheat
Price. South Australian Move, ‘Traders
Behind Government’” That is what we
want; we want the traders behind the Gov-
ernment. We do not want men fighting
amongst themselves, any more than we want
different political sections fighting amongst
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themselves.  Wheat is zomething in which
all are interested. It does not matter
whether one s a graewer of wheat or not, he
must be interested in the wheat industryv.
Without this industry, none of the other
industries is of muoeh use to us, and unless
we wet together on the lines T have snggested,
we shall he left lamenting,

Member: The success of the primary in-
dustries means the saceess of the secondary
industries.

Hon, I, B. BOLTON: Yes, and that ecanr
be brought about in no other manper, The
report referred to reads—

The TPremicr (Mr. Butler) announced to-
day, after a conferenee with representatives
of flour millers and whent merchants, that
these groups were standing behind the Gov-
crument in its endeavour to obtain for farm-
crs a payable price of about 3a. 84. a bushel
at ports, averaging 3s. 4d. a bushel at country
sidings, or 10s. a bag rate at siding. Mr.
Butler said that traders had promised to give
cvery possible assistance, both ty the State
aud the Commonweaith CGovernments, They
were definitely of the opinion that something
should e done. The whole problem necessi-
tated the Commonwealth raising the ncees-
sary money and there were various avennes
open to the Commonwealth for the eyuitable
distribution of the financial assistuance re-
gquired without burdening taxpayers or con-
simers,

I suggest that if somcthing on those Iines
were done in our own State, it would
materially strengthen the hands of the Gov-
ernment, and if the matter could be dis-
enssed quickly it would materially strengthem
the hands of the Minister for Lands, who, X
understand, is to be our representative at the
Premiers’ Conference next week, when this
matter will he dealt with,

Member: The Chamber of Commerce wilk
he hehind such a proposal.

Hon, L..B. BOLTOX : I was not awure of
that. It shows thaf sometimes great minds
think ulike!

Hon. G. B. Wood: I mentioned it Iast

night.

ITon, 1., B. BOLTON: I am sorry L
nissed that point in your speech. I¢
does not matter as long as action is

tnken, and taken soon. The wheat posi-
tion lias Dbeen discussed at great lengtln
and probably will be discussed firther
by some authorities. I do not know that ¥
ean posc as an authority, but I do know
what it costs to grow a bushel of wheat.
I have grown it under very favourable and
very unfavourable conditions.
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Hon, E. IL H. Hall: You are in a very
Favourable distriet.

Hon. L. B, BOLTON: Yes. I am in the
lion. member’s district. There are one or
two other matters T desive to mention
briefly. I de not want to weary the House,
but the matiers on which I bhave spoken
already are such that I feel T can offer
some suggestions ov advice. I have tried
not to be too eritical. There are many
points on which, naturally, I eannot agree
with the policy of the Government, but I
think the Government will admii that I
have given reasonable support to the mea-
sures brought forward when I have consid-
ered them to be in the best interests of
the State, and I will continue to do so. 1
wish to refer briefly to the fnancial posi-
tion. It is remarkable how each Govern-
ment in the last session of a Parliament
before an election can nearly always bal-
ance the budget. It has happened again
this fime, and I compliment the Govern-
ment on it. T sincerely hope that when
the next returns are published, we shall
not find that something has been covered
up, forgotten or dropped. I would like to
think it is beeause we have a new Under
Treasurer.

Hon, G. Fraser: It is dinkum!

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: Yes, although pev-
haps that expression is not quite Parlia-
mentary.

Hon, G. Fraser: You do not suggest if
is not rieht.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: 1 am not making
any suggestion. I leave thai to the hon.
member. With regard to taxation and the
proposal to combine the income tax with
the financial emergeney tax, it is diffienlt
to say whether or not I ean approve of the
proposal until T know the method by whick
the Government intends to deal with it
If ii is suggested that the hospital tax is
to be dropped from a certain number of
taxpayers and tacked on to others, that
will not meet with my approval. However,
it is certainly time that we abandoned the
title “financial emergeney tax,” and im-
posed that tax on the lines snggested. So
far as I can understand the Government’s
intentions, I rather favour extending the
payments. I consider it is quite a good
idea and should meet with the approval of
a large number of the taxpayers. T notice
also that mention is made of the proposal
to introdunce legislation to deal with work-
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ers’ compensation, We have had that be-
fore us, I think, in nearly every session
of Tarliament, and I trust that on this
oceasion the Government will submit a
ineasure that will be more satisfactory than
some that have been put before us in the
past. Workers’ compensation has been a
vory sore point with many industries in
this State; I do not intend to go into iig-
ures beeause the figures that I have quoted
on previons oc¢easions must still be fresh
in the minds of members. Those Agures
showed that industries are far worse off in
this State than they are in the other States.
How we are to eontinue carrying the bur-
den that we have at present I am unable
to say. DMost of the industries are up
against it and I hope the Government will
give that aspect of the position every con-
sideration. The eost of production in this
State is excessively high as compared with
the ligures elsewhere. I am glad to see
that at last the Government intends to pro-
ceed with the work of building a new hos-
pital. It is to be complimented on the
decision. I would not like to say in this
respect that the undertaking is being ear-
ried out Dbecause of the approach of a
weneral election, We all know that a new
hospital is very necessary, though I agrec
with some of the remarks made by Mr.
Themson that to a large exteni the Perth
Hospital is an institation not only for the
mefropolitan area but for many country
people as well, Mr. Thomson suggested
that if £6,000 were wanted for a hospital
at Katanning, the Government would pro-
bably be prepared to offer half that amount
on condition that the people themselves
gubseribed the other half. The hon. mem-
ber should have suggested that the Lot-
teries Commission would provide half the
eost. By point is that it is not the Gov-
erninent that subseribes the other half; it
is the unfortunate taxpayers who have to
find the money. Many of them find it by
subseribing to the Charities Consultations
and they do that in preference to invest-
ing it with starting-price bookmakers.
Really, the people who are financing the
hospitals are the members of the com-
munity, and I repeat that it is not the
Government that finds the money becausc
most of it is given by the Lotteries Commis-
sion, Thus, the Government is not entitled
to the ecredit that it claims for contri-
buting towards the provision of hospitals
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in the country. 1 was very interested when
listening fo the remarks of Jr. Angelo
last ¢vening on the subject of the embargo
placed on Yampi Sound iron ore. The only
comment I wish to offer is that it is very
difficalt for mne to get away from the feel-
ing that there was something behind the
movement, something about which we do
not know anything, notwithstanding the
denials that we have had. Anyway, I con-
tend it is the duty of the Commonwealth
Government to reimburse the State to the
extent of the expenditure in which it has
been involved. It is deplorable that just
when we are about to get a new industry
going, an industry that would have been of
considerable value to the State, and par-
ticularly to the developmeni of the North,
which needs to be opened up, the Federal
Government should come along and inter-
fere in the manner it did. I only hope
that justice will be meted out to us. I have
touched upon most of the points to which
I intended to refer and c¢an only say in
conelusion that I hope the Government will
bring forward some of the measures that
have been outlined in the Speech as carly
as possible, so that we may not have that
unseemly wrangling at the end of the ses-
sion to which we have been acenstomed in
the past, at any rate ever since T have been
a member of this House. I support the
motion.

On motion by Hon. C. H. Witlenoom,

dehate adjourned.

House adjourned at 8.55 p.m.

Legislative Rssembly,
Wednesday, 17th August, 1938,

Guestions @ Picture shows, slxponny admission pm
grammes . " 105
Sewerage, State schools .. 195

LBulk handllng of wheat, costs (:ernldmn and

Bunbur;
Address i reply. s!xlh duy

The Speaker took the Chair at 4.30 p.nr.
and read prayers.

QUESTION—PICTURE SHOWS,
Sizpenny Admission Programmes.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER asked the Pre-
mier,—In the event of withdrawal by repre-
sentatives of American picture distributors
of supplies of films for sixpenny admissions
in Western Australian cinemas, is it his
intention to take aetion to—(a) preserve
the privileges of the lower-paid members of
the community who attend these sereenings;
{b} protect the capital invested by the West
Australian proprietors of the theatres con-
cerned; {e) protect the livelthood of the
large number of employees who would be
aftected by such withdrawal?

The PREMIER replied: Representations
are being made on this matter to the Gov-
ernment by the Motion Pieture Exhibitors”
Association. YWhen these are received they
will receive the same prompt consideration
that was accorded by this Government when
a similar position arose on a previous ocea-
sion.

QUESTION—SEWERAGE, STATE
SCHOOLS.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for Edu-
cation: 1, Is the installation of sewerage im
State school premises further advanced im
the Claremont electorate (Claremont, Swan-
bourne, and North Cettesloe) than in other
metropolitan eleetorates? 2, Is stormwater
drainage, levelling and surfacing of school
grounds in this area receiving attention? 3,
If so, at which schools, and at what approxi-
mate cost? 4, Have improvements similar
to those referred to in question No. 2 heen
carried out in other suburbs? 5§, If lack of
finance is preventing such works being
attended to, will he seek the co-operation of



